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From the Editor's Desk
It i~a 'matterof honour and privilegefor'me,as editor to present last issueof JIAFMduring my,

tenure. I havetried to touch few significantfacetswith referenceto futureof the journal in • Editorial",I
wish our collectiveefforts'in future will makethe journalmore renowned.,' ,

With few odds, i havetried my levelbest to continuethe marchof academicpursuit initiatedby
the pillarsof our academy, I don't know, to what extent ihave succeeded in contributing to academy.
But, I heartilyaccept all discredit for any short coming'or flaw with referenceto my assignment'as,
editor. " ' ' .

If, any improvement in terms of quantity and quality has been perceived by members, sole.
credit shall go to learned contributors- who were generous enough for their valuecf~~ubmissions,
membersof advisory board for their worthy inputs and of course, the respected peer'review group
memberswho obligedmefor their criticalsuggestions as referee.' '

CBJani
Editor

,

SUBSCRIPTIONINFORMATION
Membersof IAFMwill receivethe journal free of cost.
NonMembersand Institutions(AnnualSubscriptionrates)
Personnel: In India, Rs.1000/- (Restof the world: U.S.$ 200 or equivalent)
Institutions: In India,Rs.2000/- (Restof the world: U.S.$ 400or equivalent)
Subscriptionordersand paymentsshould be madein favourof, '
"Editor, Journal of Indian Academy of Forenslc Medicine" Payableat Anand.

'..~.

CLAIMS FOR MISSING ISSUE: A copy will be sent free to the member.! subscriber provided
the claim is'madewithin 2 mo~thsof publicationof the issue&' self addressedenvelopeof the size9"
x 12" is sent to Editor. (Thosewho want the journalsto be dispatched by.REjgisteredPost-must affix
Rs.50/-worth postagestamps). .

The journal is indexed with IndMed and made available online by Diwan Enterprise (Ne~ Delhi) at,
1) .www.Jndlan lournals.com
2) http://medind.nic.in
3) www.jiafm.com

Editor,
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,Editorial
, '. > "'. r. :, ~. ~ ,;

Journey ofJIAFM- Where, When & How? _
, ,'1, t - , • :,:" .: -. .;'~ _' -,'

Annual conference and journal of any association are considered principal and crucial tasks
and hence indicates its health. Since its inception, JIAFM has witnessed many editors. No one would
deny some positive change then and now. Earlier the composing of journal wasa manual one (using
letter blocksfor printing plate) and even with many constraints then, it had a standard, to the extent
that man'y PG~ would 'love to update themselves' with them.' At 'present, we are in era of
computerlsation, having facilities of spell check' and many other soft wares Which would definitely
reduce the mechanical burden of editor as compared to past. I personally feel that far better resources
and logistics available at present lias not been utilised for the betterment of JIAFM to its greater
extent.' Some of the existing shortcorninqs or areas with scope of improvement has been expressed in
the present' article. . , -'," '. . " "

Format
, Title and colour scheme of a journal is its identity, even one can pick up d~sired_ journal in

library self without difficulty. 'Unfortunately, with frequent change in editor-JIAFM, the format changes
and the look looses it consistency. I tried to remain dose to the earlier formats. I don't find much
rational in accommodating "photoqraphs" of editor and joint editor and i tried so. In the contents the
manuscripts were categorised. The head notes of every article has alternate appearance of
international abbreviation of JIAF:M and authors short name with key words of the article. If members'
feel that it is close to international standards that shall, be fixed and made -constant and shall not be
altered at the wims and wishes of every editor. If required a resolution can be passed at GBM with
reference to streamlining of various traits of format and a new editor heed not start • de novo".

Fiscal backup
On an average Rs.30000/- are required for each quarterly publication of a volume having 100-

120. pages. Keeping in mind postage and printing cost an editor must spend Rs. 1 lac per anum-for
about 1000 copies of each quarter, out of which 20000/ are to be disbhrsed by academy and' and
about 40000/- as redirected subscription by Diwan enterprise, New Delhi (an MOU has been ,entered
into for subscription if! 2006). The sum is not enough to sustain the printinqand publishing in absence
of commercial advertisements (we, the forensic fraternity usually' do not have larger scope as
compared to clinical branches). The first solution of present constraint is increasing fiscal assistance
to editor by academy. There are certain journal who charge "printinq expenses" from non-members.
One more suggestion is to send self addressed envelops (with postage) to' editor, which can check
postage expenses and even latest contact 'details of members are available with editor. It is up to all M
us to adopt any or all of above or one can suggest some other means as well. ' '

Online submission and access
In the web era, online submission and access are good methods for computer friendly

members. Unfortunately Diwan enterprise is not able to entertain access facility for want of
membership number, e-mail and postal addresses as end user to ensure that non-members do not
enjoy ·free· electronic version. Dr Sanjoy Das (General Secretary) is trying hard to compile a new
directory, because the earlier one has mention of only 503 members that is also with old contact
details. With submitting our contact details some modified and latest version of directory can solve
many such issues.
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For online submission also, the same is required in addition to' charge of Hs, 6-100001- per
anum. If that can be done, author need notrinq up editor and can submit and learn the status of his
submission by logining frequently. Even, reviewers have a provision for login and ultimately the
communication between editor, reviewers, and contributors can be autornatised with 'saving time as
well. Evenmembers who are not constant appearance at-conference and unaware of new editor need
not trace the editor for submissions with introduction of online submission and review system. '

Type of contributions
The ratio of submissions is also a concern as, "Review Articles" are major chunk. Many a times

they are nothing more than "copyl cut- paste •. Ideally, original papers and case reports (that is also
rare and inferesting) shall form a major portion, which is not the case always. Even the category of
original paper has frequent themes on RTA, poisoning, epidemiological aspects of burns etc. There
are instances that a manuscript appears in more than one journal lissue. The "undertakinq'' of non
submission elsewhere is not taken as seriously as it should be. Papers presented' at tonfer't3r1ceare
redirected for journal (of course the aim may be to circulate it at larger audience) and so on. All these
convey wrong signals that there is no scope of innovative research in the field other than such
"chewed" themes. I don't think that Indian fraternity does not endeavour beyond those, because there
are many wonderful and indigenous submissions in international journals by Indian workers. Then, why
not to JIAFM? If there are some constraints in the mind of members for not contributing quality
submissions to JIAFM (and instead to other 'journals), it must-be addressed.

Regularity
Despite of categorical illustrations and inputs in "Guidelines to authors", the submissions are

either not in desired format or with some deficiency, reference pattern etc. One may say that it isthe
job of editor. I would humbly differ to that opinion. If it is so, then, why we submit to international
journal in a prescribed format? Again, recomposing in desired format eats away the time' of editor
who is under pressure for timely publication. The subscribers (a major revenue to JIAFM is
subscription share) who do not receive the issues within stipulated time limit will be discouraged for
extending the subscription next year for mere non receipt of JIAFM timely: i.e. Jan-March i~sue , if
published in May would impose a wrong impression on subscriber. . '

Distribution
Usually, JIAFM is distributed to members at annual conference. Those who are unable to turn

up at conference, manage their journal by known delegates. The existinq members' directory shows
503 members and that is also with old contact details. Postal dispatch by editor necessarily does not
ensure that it would reach the member if the address is changed. The process of latest directory is in
pipeline and its availability to the editor can help in improving effective distribution. But to minimise the
postages and in turn financial burden, the suggestion of sending self addressed envelop with postage
shall be thought of.

Indexing
Since Medical Council of India has made publications in Indexed 1 National journal mandatory

for promotion to higher post, many of our colleagues have generated querry about indexing status of
JIAFM. At present JIAFM is indexect with IndMED [a bibliographic database of Indian biomedical
journal from India, managed by ICMR-NIC under Department of Information and Technology. As a part
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of consortium, JIAFM is forwarded to NISCIR (National Institute of Science Communication And
.lntormation. Resources, New Delhi) as.well, But, internationally most acceptable agency is PubMed,
where the:JIAFM is not indexed. One will be .surprised to learn that journals-from almost all specialties
and association from India including basic sciences, and para clinical ones as Biochemistry,
Physiology, Anatomy & Pharmacology are indexed with PubMed, but not a single Indian journal from
the field of Forensic Medicine. Last year, after- accepting responsibilities as editor, i explored the
possibilities but in vein for mainly two among other reasons. Firstly, "acid-free" paper as desired there,
would cost us 3-4 times higher than presently used paper. Secondly, quality of few of our manuscripts
may not meet with international standards for convincing "Committee" at PubMed. My experience as
editor permits me to .conclude that, indexing with PubMed is not a short term assignment and we
must insist for only "good quality subrnissions" before applying for such indexing or else "we propose
and they dispose" sort of ,technical stand can't help us in achieving the goal of indexing with PubMed.

Attraction to subscribers. .".- , . \ "'i

There are national level associations in the field of Forensic Medicine and Toxicology other
than I,AF.Mwho are coming out with journals. In other words, a subscriber has choice to select a better
:one amongst all available. We must ensure subscribers' satisfaction in terms of regularity and quality
of contents to withstand the competition of sustaining or increasinq.the subscribers.

I~ is open to all, what i.could not achieve during my tenure for some of' known or unknown
constraints. I shall be frank enough to-admit that even with firm desire i could not index JIAFM with
PubMed, arrange online access and submission to members of IAF'M and send the journal issue to
ALL IAFM members. I endeavored to share my experience and feeling as a member of IAFM and
editor of JIAFM in the present editorial, only with the intention that the future editors must. have-some
inputs from me and can contribute to JIAFM in a better way and greater extent than what icould do.
It is not.a .question of "I and you" or, NCB Jani.or XYZ". Every. member owes to academy and its
journal. \lYe must sincerely introspect -how, when and where the JIAFM shall sail its journey,
. Surnrnipqup with stanza of a song from of movie." Kabhi-Kabhi ":

, Main pal do pal ka shayar hoon. .::..

k~ri)~r ayengenagmo:ki khilt{lcali;m chu~anewale,
%-.. • • , •

Mujsebahetar kahenewale, tumsebahetar siJnane wale '

Long live IAFM !

','"
c. B. Jani
Edit,Qr '. i ":
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